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Firstly, we apologize if this comes off as a 
rant but somebody has to say it, why not 

us?

A couple of weeks ago, WTO caught wind of 
the hot anime series known as Guilty Crown 
that was being hailed as “The Next Code 
Geass” by many otaku we know.  Since we 
are huge fans of Code Geass (obviously, 
being that we have a whole section on our 
AnimeTV! site called OtakuBinge: Code 
Geass! but more on that later...), we decid-
ed to check it and see what all the fuss was 
about.   After watching a couple of trailers 
and finally the first episode (legally) on Funi-
mation.com, we could see what they mean.  
It does reminds us of Code Geass...perhaps 
too much so. A guy wants power so he can 
change what he thinks is wrong in the world, 
the mysterious girl he saves grants him that 
power in someway or another, Japan fighting 
for its independence, the suppressive gov-
ernment whom has no problem killing those 
whom they don’t seem fit for their status quo, 
and so on....sounds familiar?  Then again, 
there are countless anime series (and vid-

eo games) that start off with that premise, 
right?  Perhaps this is only in our imagi-
nations being huge fans of Code Geass 
and all, right?  We would have been happy 
to settle with this...until we read an Anime 
News Network  interview with the staff who 
created Guilty Crown.

    Close to the end of the interview, Da-
vid Cabrera of ANN asks Chief Producers 
Kōji Yamamoto and Ryo Ohyama, Pro-
duction I.G’s George Wada (with Aniplex 
USA’s Yosuke Kodaka interpreting) about 
fan reactions of comparing Guilty Crown to 
Code Geass and how would they differenti-
ate themselves down the road.  Their an-
swer and we quote, “Where are you seeing 
this?”.   Our reaction:
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pan. But for Guilty Crown, the situation is more 
natural. So we’re not trying to do a similar 
plot. Of course, there are some similarities.”

With a heavy sigh, we finally finish reading the 
article (by the way, kudos to David Cabrera and 
the team at Anime News Network for the inter-
view. Click here to read article in its entirety).  

Then a thought ran through our minds.  

A couple weeks back, Anime News Network 
reported on a lecture given by Mamoru Oshii 
(Ghost In The Shell, Patlabor, The Sky Crawl-
ers) at Tokyo University of the Arts in which he 
said during the lecture that anime today is a 
“copy of a copy of a copy that is no longer a 
form of ‘expression.’  Although he made refer-
ence to Gundam UC, how many other anime 
copy from one another?  Indeed. As much as 
we love Code Geass, wasn’t the Ragnarök 
Connection just another Human Instrumentality 
Project from Neon Genesis Evangelion?   And 
now how many female characters are based 
off the Rei Ayanami mold?  Even Ryo Ohyama 
from Guilty Crown calls Shu Ouma a ”kind of a 
2011 version of Shinji (Ikari)”.  As the old say-
ing goes, “Imitation is the greatest form of flat-
tery”...and we guess you should go with what 
works, right...

WANNA READ THE REST? JUST 
TAP HERE TO FINISH THE REST 

OF THE ARTICLE!

SERIOUSLY!?!  DUDES, SHU’S ABILITY IS CALLED THE 
“POWER OF KINGS” WHILE LELOUCH’S GEASS IS ALSO 
KNOWN AS “THE POWER OF THE KING” !!!  EVEN THE 
CASUAL FAN WHOM ONLY SEEN THE FIRST EPISODES 
OF BOTH SHOWS CAN MAKE THE CONNECTION!!!  

But knowing that because we are huge fans of Code Geass, 
we may be a bit overzealous so we calmed down and con-
tinued reading.  Once David Cabrera diplomatically pointed 
out the similarities, Kōji Yamamoto responds (as translated 
by Yosuke Kodaka):

“We’re not trying to be like Geass. We didn’t plan to take 
anything from it for this show. Actually, as for the setting, 
Code Geass is quite apart from, way beyond modern Ja-
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These past couple of months has been 
pretty interesting to the American Otaku 

whom been keeping up with Hollywood.  In 
late October, director Shane Black reported 
that a live US version of Death Note is “in the 
works” (click the link to read more).  And ever 
since 2002, filmmakers in have been flirting 
with creating a live US version of the legend-
ary anime, Akira.  Now, nearly a decade later, 
Akira finally gets the go ahead from Warner 
Bros.  And...um...well...from the reports we 
have read, the U.S. version have done a LOT 
of changes to make their remake their own.  
Just keep reading if you don’t know what we 
mean...

Here’s the plot (via BleedCool.com):

“Kaneda is a bar owner in Neo-Manhattan 
who is stunned when his brother, Tetsuo, is 
abducted by government agents led by The 

Colonel.

Desperate to get his brother back, Kane-
da agrees to join with Ky Reed and her 
underground movement who are intent 
on revealing to the world what truly hap-
pened to New York City thirty years ago 
when it was destroyed. Kaneda believes 
their theories to be ludicrous but after 
finding his brother again, is shocked 
when he displays telekinetic powers.

Ky believes Tetsuo is headed to release 
a young boy, Akira, who has taken con-
trol of Tetsuo’s mind. Kaneda clashes 
with The Colonel’s troops on his way to 
stop Tetsuo from releasing Akira but ar-
rives too late. Akira soon emerges from 
his prison courtesy of Tetsuo as Kaneda 
races in to save his brother before Akira 
once again destroys Manhattan island, 
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as he did thirty years ago.”

Just from reading that plot, it kinda takes 
away the first 15 minutes of the original 
movie that creates the initial visual im-
pact (like the iconic motorcycle scene 
of the Capsules vs. the Clowns here via 
YouTube) and seems to water down the 
original movie story even if it is to be 
“Americanized”...but it may be soon to 
tell.  

Well maybe the (rumored) cast can help 
assure that Hollywood may do a good 
job, right? Let’s see who’s on the list:

•	 Kristen Stewart (Twilight, The Run-
aways, Snow White and the Huntsman) as 
Ky
•	 Garrett Hedlund (Tron: Legacy, 
Country Strong, Friday Night Lights) as 
Kaneda
•	 Helena Bonham-Carter (Sweeney 
Todd, The King’s Speech) as Lady Miyako
•	 Ken Watanabe (The Last Samurai, 
Batman Begins, Inception) as The Colo-
nel

Well...um...sigh...is it just us or is this 
resembling something close to The Last 
Airbender movie? We are praying that we 
are wrong but from this standpoint Aki-
ra seem to be transforming into another 
one of those well intentioned but poorly 
executed Hollywood projects.  They’ve 
had nearly 10 years to get it right and 
(other than Ken Watanabe) this is the 
best they can do to match the classic?

This is not reassuring especially taking 
into account Hollywood’s horrible re-

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S2tKc8_7jB4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S2tKc8_7jB4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S2tKc8_7jB4


cord when it comes to adapting anything other than American books to movies (well...
perhaps not if you were going by baseball stats standards.)  Anybody in their late 20s 
can remember such movie adaptions such as Super Mario Bros, Street Fighter, or Double 
Dragon but definitely not as cinema masterpieces.  We mean, they didn’t do such a good 
job on Superman Returns and the Superman franchise already had four movies under 
its belt.  So with that being said, is going live-action with some properties that are con-
sidered legendary in their initial mediums needed?

Perhaps but history shows that properties that goes live-action just doesn’t necessarily 
help but rather diminish past works.  And while we can imagine the previous statement 
making the heads of many American Otaku nod in agreement, this view doesn’t just ap-
ply to this side of the pond.  According to an article posted by Anime News Network, 
the Oricon Poll reports that 65% of its Japanese panelists are “somewhat unhappy,”  or 
“completely unhappy” with live action adaptations...and this is coming from the home 
where many live-action adaptions relates more closely to the original storyline than the 
“Americanized” versions. Such stats would help build the argument for not creating a 
live action version (especially noticing that Japan did not attempt it...) but some people 
in Hollywood decided that it was worth trouble.  And why not?  They paid for the rights 
therefore they also have the creative licence to approach this project anyway they see fit, 
right? And with that being said, we understand that the movie industry must create a 
picture that would relate to the wider audience which, in effect, produce a large profit...

But seriously...Neo-Manhattan!?!  

TAP HERE TO READ WHAT 

“MR.SULU” HAS TO SAY 

AND WHAT WEBSITE HAS 

STARTED A PETITION 

AGAINST THE PROJECT!
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Catchy title, huh?  Nearly every 
American Otaku knows that 

anime and sex are pretty much 
intertwined.  Nearly every series 
seems to always have that character 
(or the whole cast) that looks like 
they come straight out of an under-
wear magazine.  So we understand 
that sex is part of the culture (with-
out the mention on fanservice).  

Well, this article came to be as were 
scouring the Web trying to find 
some AMVs & we happen to come 
across this blog titled “Wikipe-
dia: Encyclopedia or Karma Sutra” 
written by Adam Torres.  Accord-
ing to his blog, he was curious of 
people’s use of Wikipedia and the 
top 100 searches of April 2007 (a 
bit dated, we know but still worth 
the look...).  Unsurprised of the top 
subjects being related to current 
events that he classifies as Gen-
eral Research at 28%, the shocker 
for Torres comes that the second 
highest subject at 26% are anime-
related (with the term Naruto be-
ing at the top of the list) which he 
labeled the classification as “An-
ime” and the third highest being a 
tie at 16% between sexual-related 
subjects classified as “Sex” & popu-

http://blog.compete.com/2007/05/31/wikipedia-search-terms/
http://blog.compete.com/2007/05/31/wikipedia-search-terms/


lar culture subjects clas-
sified as “Pop Culture”.  
Although we can find Tor-
res’s amazement of the 
popularity of anime un-
derstandable, many otakus 
should find this outcome 
not too surprising due to 
the exponential growth of 
anime fans from the late 
90’s to today with the in-
troduction of such anime 
properties such as Drag-
onball Z, Pokemon, Na-
ruto, Gundam Wing, etc. 
as well as the vast acces-
sible outlets that provides 
us with anime & manga 
such as mainstream book-
stores, the Internet, and 
early Cartoon Network. 
(Note the term “early” ital-

icized because it seems that 
Cartoon Network has be-
come more of a competitor 
of Nickelodeon & Disney 
rather than being a “central” 
for animation as it was in 
the past...

	 Now as we drift back 
down memory lane, re-
member when Toonami 
came on from 3 pm to 7 pm 
every weekday and showed 
two Dragonball Z episodes 
back to back, a Gundam 
Wing episode, and Sailor 
Moon?  And for those hard-
core otaku, don’t try to 
front and act like you didn’t 
watch it.) 

Now back to the article...

SO IS ANIME

REALLY BETTER?  

TAP HERE TO

READ THE REST 

OF THE ARTICLE!
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